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I am obliged to you for your letter of March 26th. 

We got your manuscript from Mr. Harbord early 
last week and my senior editors and I are going 
through it as of now. Brook Shepherd of the 
Telegraph rang me about tne book and I told him 
that nothing can be done for a week or two 
because it would not be fair of me to start to 
talk about the book until we had made a commitment 
with you. 

I should like to point out to you that I think it 
would not be in your best interests at this stage 
to make any commitment with any newspaper. 

Of course , if they get on to a property they are 
inclined to bulldoze through, but if your property 
is what I think it is then I would respectfully 
suggest that you ought really to *play it cool* 

‘ for the moment because it may well be that if 
you and I agree on the book, we may get a far, 
far better offer. 

I will come back to you within a few days and give 
you^rpy reaction and observations. 

Sidney Kaufman has promised to get in touch with 
me as soon as he arrives bac'k in this country 
and I shall then go into the matter very fully 
with him, on your behalf, and we will relay our 
thoughts to you with no waste of time. 
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Harold Weisberg Esq., 
Hyatts town, 

Md. 20732, 
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Do I understand from your wish that I send the 
carbon copy to Mr, Harbord that he will 
negotiate on your behalf? I ask this because 
Sidney apparently gave the manuscript to 
Harbord, told me about it and asked me to 
get it from Harbord, which I did within a day. 
Obviously, we shall have to negotiate and 
I should be obliged to have your reactions. 

It is perfectly true that I gave Mr. Shepherd 
the impression that I had no yet read the book 
but we were enthusiastic about it - the enthusiasm 
was of course engendered by Sidney who told us 
something about the manusc ript and it sounded 
very much our type of book. Our imprint is 
essentially one of "books of our time", that is 
to say, vibrant themes of today. 

I should be able to come back to you within a 
few days but I would sincerely request you not 
to commit yourself in any way to any newspaper 
because, as I say, we can probably get a far 
better offer and it is very important if we do 
the book to tie in serialisation precisely with 
the publication schedule. It is # believe me, in 
your interest as much as our own. 

Glad to hear from you - I will write to you as 
soon as I have finished reading your book. 




Leslie Frewin 
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